This Copy For 


Gee 


ne WS CONFERENCE # 798 


ecm eee renner emer ST EPCOS ESTOS ESSE SI 


AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
WITH PIERRE SALINGER 

_ OCTOBER 25, 1962 
12:05 PM EDT 
THU RS DAY 


MR. SALINGER: We will go forward. We have an 
exchange of letters between the President and Secretary of 
Cammerce Luther Hodges, dealing with the disposition of $165 
million of funds contained in the Public Works Appropriations 
Act of 1963 and their allocation. 


Q, This isn't all the money, is it? 

MR. SALINGER: It is not all the money. 

Q. Do you remember how much that was? $900 million? 
MR, SALINGER: I believe it is $900 million. 

Q. $400 million. 

MR. SALINGER: $400 million, yes. 

Q. $400 million app» priated. 


MR. SALINGER: We put out this morming a list of ll 
bills that the President signed, That was the last of the 
bills, I thought you might be interested in a run-down on 

the bills. This completes action on bills fer the Second 
Session of the 87th Congress. The total number of bills signed 
by the President was 884, That is 308 Senate Bills, 576 House 
Bills, And breaking down, that is 484 Public bills and 400 
private bills, | 


Q. How many private? 


MR. SALINGER: 400, The President vetoed 12 bills, 
four public bills and eight private bills. Five of the 
vetoes were regular vetoes and seven were pocket vetoes, 


I can give you a composite for the entire 87th 
Congress. This brings the action for the &7th Congress to 
a total of 1569 bills signed by the President and 20 vetoed, 
That breaks down to 885 public bills and 684 private bills. 
For these who are historically minded and want to compare 
it with the 83rd Congress, which is the first Eisenhower 
Congress, he signed a total of 1782 bilis, which is some 
213 bills more than President Kennedy, but the breakdowm 
shows that he signed 105 less public bills. He oniy signed 
780 public bills, and a total of 1,002 private bills compared 
to President Kennedy, 


Q. Did you say 7851 


Page 2 # 798 


Q. Pierre, do you know whach was the last bill the 
President signed? Is it the last one on the list? 


MR, SALINGER: The last one on the List would be the 
last one, 


Q. Any other exchange of letters, Pierre? 
MR, SALINGER: Between who? 
9. Anybody. The President and Premier Khrushchev? 


MR. SALINGER: When I have anything on that I will 
give it to you, 


Qe Has there been a reply to the Secretary General? 


MR. SALINGER; That reply is being completed and I 
expect it to go forward in the next hour or so, 


Q. The next what? 

MR. SALINGER: The next hour or so, 

Q. Which reply is that? 

MR. SALINGER: The reply to U Thant, 

Q. When will it be released? 

MR, SALINGER: I dontt know when it will be released, 
Q. Where will it be released? 


MR. SALINGER: If it is released, I expect it to be 
released here, 


Q. When you say to go forward, you mean to go where? 
MR. SALINGER; To the Secretary General, 


Q. Pierre. these briefings around the country are 
being held under the auspices of the State Department. While 
the Administration cannot tell Céngress what they can or cannot 
Say, were the Congressmen asked not to divulge the contents 
of the briefing that they were receiving? 


MR. SALINGER: I would think you ought to direct that 
question to the State Department, They are conducting the 
briefings, 


Q. We were told at the White House that any 
information about these matters would come from the Defense 
Department, It is not coming from the Defense Department 
and it is not coming from the White House or the State 
Department, It 18 coming from the Cmgressmen, 


MR, SALINGER: The Defense Department has made 
a statement in the last 15 minutes, 
9. Will they make it after these briefings 


ee 
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MR. SALINGER* We will go forward, We have an 
exchange of letters between the President and Secretary of 
Céammerce Luther Hodges, dealing with the disposition of $165 
million of funds contained in the Public Works Appropriations 
Act of 1963 and their allocation. 


Q, This isn't all the money, is it? 

MR. SALINGER: It is not ali the money. 

Q. Do you remember how much that was? $900 million? 
MR, SALINGER: I believe it is $900 million. 

. $400 million. 

MR. SALINGER:; $400 million, yes. 

Q. $400 million appm priated, 


MR. SALINGER: We put out this moming a list of 11 
bills that the President signed, That was the last of the 
bills, I thought you might be intterested in a run-down on 

the bills, This completes action on bills for the Second 
Session of the 87th Congress, The total number of bills signed 
by the President was 884, That is 308 Senate Bills, 576 House 
Bills, And breaking down, that is 484 Public bills and 400 
private bills, | . 


. How ma τ᾿ private? 


MR. SALINGER: 400, The President vetoed 12 bills, 
four public bills and eight private bills. Five of the 
vetoes were regular vetoes and seven were pocket vetoes, 


I can give you a composite for the entire 8/th 
Congress. This brings the action for the 8/th Congress to 
a total of 1569 bills signed by the President and 20 vetoed, 
That breaks down to 885 public bills and 684 private bills, 
For those who are historically minded and want to compare 
it with the 83rd Congress, which is the first Eisenhower 
Congress, he signed a total of 1782 bills, which is some 
213 bills more than President Kennedy, but the breakdowm 
shows that he signed 105 less public bills. He only signed 
780 public bills, and a total of 1,002 private bills compared 
to President Kennedy, 


Q. Did you say 785? 


bill MR, SALINGER: 780 public bills and 1,002 private 
ills. 


Q. Do you have the vetoes? 


MR, SALINGER: He vetoed 52 bills in the 83rd 
Congress, 
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MR. SALINGER; Between who? 
Qe Anybody, The President and Premier Khrushchev? 


MR. SALINGER: When I have anything on that I will 
give it to you, 


Q. Has there been a reply to the Secretary General? 


MR. SALINGER: That reply is being completed and I 
expect it to go forward in the next hour or 80, 


Q. The next what? 

MR. SALINGER: The next hour or so, 

9. Which reply is that? 

MR. SALINGER: The reply to U Thant, 

Q. When will it be released? 

MR. SALINGER: I dont know when it will be released, 
Q. Where will it be released? 


MR. SALINGER: If it is released, I expect it to be 
released here, 


Q. When you say to go forward, you mean to go where? 
MR, SALINGER: To the Secretary General. 


Q. Pierre, these briefings around the country are 
being held under the auspices of the State Department. While 
the Administration cannot tell Céngress what they can or cannot 
say, were the Congressmen asked not to divulge the contents 
of the briefing that they were receiving? 


MR. SALINGER: I would think you ought to direct that 
question to the State Department, They are conducting the 
briefings, 


Q. We were told.at the White House that any 
information about these matters would come from the Defense 
Department, It is not coe from the Defense Department 
and it is not coming from the White House or the State 
Department, It is coming from the Cmgressmen, 


MR. SALINGER: The Defense Department has made 
a statement in the last 15 minutes, 


9. Will they make it after these briefings 
or will they make it before? 


MR. SALINGER; I just said the Defense Department 
has made a statement in the last 15 minutes, 80 far as 
the ground rules under which the briefing in New York was 
held, to which you are referring, 1 would suggest you ask 
theState Department what the ground rules were, 


Q, Teil us what the Defense Department said. 
MORE . 
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MR. SALINGER: I prefer you get it from them, 


Qe But we have been waiting on you here, Just 
go ahead and tell us so we will know what to ask you. 


MR. SALINGER: I will not amplify on the Defense 
Departrent statement, I would be glad to tell you OFF THE 


Q. Does that put it off «- 


Aj 11 MR, SALINGER: I don't want to be quoted on it, that 
8 all, 


kkekekk* 


Mr, Sylvester put out ἃ statement saying that 
a dozen or more Soviet ships have tured back or changed course; 
that these ships were all ships which we had indications of 
or suspected carried material which was contre and under the 
terms of the President's Interdiction; that a Soviet tanker 
was permitted through the blockade this morning after the 
Navy satisfied itself that it was not carrying any material 
which was contraband material, 


Q. If Congressman Van Zandt had not released this, 
when would the Pentagon have released it? 


MR. SALINGER;: I can't tell you that, 


Q. Did the Pentagon say whether the Navy satisfied 
itself by searching the Soviet ships? 


MR. SALINGER: The Defense Department did not spell 
out how the Navy satisfied itself, 


Q. The point I am making, Pierre =- 


| MR, SALINGER! I am fully aware of the problem, Sandy. 

I don't mind discussing with you OFF THE RECORD. I am not 

going to put it on the record, You can get anything you want 
rom the State Department. If a Congressman receives an 

off-the-record riefing, which it was in New York, and then 

goes out and tells everybody about it, I think it violates 

the rules of the briefing. The way we have cet it up is 

for information to come out from the Defense Department. That 
ig still our intention, 


Q. The point I am making is that the Pentagon 
did not break the information until after the Miami News 
broke the story, There was nething that came out today 
until a Congressman broke ;,the story. What I amt ing to 

pin down is: Is it the Government's policy that these things 
will not come out unless they are revealed by someone else? 


MR. SALINGER;: That is inaccurate, 
Q. I didn't make a statement, I asked a question. 
MR, SALINGER: The question has a premise in it 
which is inaccurate. You are suggesting that we are 
not going to put out these things -- 
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Obviously there was a considerable delay -- 


MR, SALINGER: Jack, again OFF THE RECORD because 
I am not going to discuss the subject on the record, there are 
many, many factors involved here which would have to be 
taken into account not only in the decision as far as the ship 
is concerned, but the decision on the announcement, This is 
a very serious problem, 


Q. Was this announcement held up until after the 
neetin oF the Executive Committee, the National Security 
ounc 


MR, SALINGER: That was one of the factors, 


Qe Mr. Secretary, are there going to be any 
further briefings of Congressmen around the country? 


MR. SALINGER: There are five scheduled today around 
the country, 


Q, Are you back on the record? 
MR, SALINGER: No, I am OFF THE RECORD, 


Q. Pierre, on the record, in view of this announce- 
ment, you would say, then, that the United States' quaranteen 
is successful? 


MR. SALINGER: I wouldn't make any comment about it. 


Qe Pierre, off the record again, did Sylvester say 
or can you say whether these 12 ships were sighted or 
turned back before they reached the area of the blockade? 


MR. SALINGER: He did not say, but they did tum 
back before they reached the area of the blockade, 


G. In this connection, under. the voluntary 
self-censorship «“«« that is pretty close to it now -- are 
Congressmen responsible people that we can use and quote 
without getting into trouble under it? | 


MR, SALINGER; I can't be held accountable, OFF THE 
RECORD, because I don't want to ‘get into this subject, but 
Lt would just say that you are all well enough aware of 
Congressmen's desires to make statements from time to time and 
it is hard for us, We have no control of what they say. I 
couldn't find fault with any newspapers that quoted a Congresse 
man, 


Ἃ ἈΚ ἡ K & 
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9. Pierre, can you tell me whether there is a 
direct telephone between the White House and the Kremlin? If 
so, has it been used =< 

MR. SALINGER: There is not, 

Q. Has it been used or is there a plan to use it? 


_. MR, SALINGER; T here is no such telephone, 


Q. Does that put it off .. 


be all MR, SALINGER: I don't want to be quoted on it, that 
8 all. 
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Mr. Sylvester put out a.statement saying that 
a dozen or more Soviet ships have tumed back or changed course; 
that these ehips were all ships which we had indications of 

or suspected carried material which was contraband under the 
terms of the President's Interdiction; that a Soviet tanker 

was permitted through the blockade this morning after the 

Navy satisfied itself that it was not carrying any material 
which was contraband material. 


Ο. If Congressman Van Zandt had not released this, 
when would the Pentagon have released it? 


MR. SALINGER: I can't tell you that, 


Qe Did the Pentagon say whether the Navy satisfied 
itself by searching the Soviet ships? 


MR. SALINGER; The Defense Department did not spell 
out how the Navy satisfied itself, 


Q. The point I am making, Pierre “Ὁ 


MR, SALINGER: I am fully aware of the problem, Sandy. 

I don't mind discussing with you OFF THE RECORD. I am not 
going to sut it on the record, You can get anything you want 

rom the State Department. If a Congressman receives an 
off-theerecord riefing, which it was in New York, and then 
goes out and tells everybody about it, I think it violates 

the rules of the briefing, The way we have set it up is 

for information to come out from the Defense Department. That 
is still our intention, 


C, The point I am making is that the Pentagon 
did not break the information until after the Miami News 
broke the story, There was nothing that came out today 
until a Congressman broke the story, What I am trying to 
pin down is: Is it the Government's policy that these things 
will not come out unless they are revealed by someone else? 


MR, SALINGER;: That is inaccuréte, 
Q. I didn't make a statement, I asked a question. 
MR. SALINGER: The question has a premise in it 
which is inaccurate, You are suggesting that we are 
not going to put out these things -- 
Q. I asked you is it the policy. 
ΜΕ. SALINGER: It is not, 


Q. Why was the delay in putting this out today, 
then, Pierre? 


MORE 


Q. Was this announcement held up until after the 
qeetin 2° the Executive Committee, the National Security 
ounc 


MR, SALINGER: That was one of the factors, 


Q. Mr, Secretary, are there going to be an 
further briefings of Congresamen around the count ry? y 


MR, SALINGER: There are five scheduled today around 
the country, 


Q. Are you back on the record? 
MR, SALINGER: No, I am OFF THE RECORD, 


Qe Pierre, on the record, in view of this announce- 
ment, you would say, then, that the United States! quaranteen 
is successful? 


MR. SALINGER: I wouldn't make any comment about it. 


Q. Pierre, off the record again, did Sylvester say 
or can you say whether these 12 ships were sighted or 
tured back before they reached the area of the blockade? 


ΜΆ, SALINGER: He did not says but they did tur 
back before they reached the area of the blockade. 


Q. In this connection, under. the voluntary 
self-censorship e= that is pretty close to it now -- are 
Congressmen responsible people that we can use and quote 
without getting into trouble under it? 


MR. SALINGER: , I can't be held accountable, OFF THE 
RECORD, because I don't want to ‘get into this subject, But 
L would just say that you are all well enough aware of 
Congressmen's desires to make statements from time to time and 
it is hard for us, We have no control of what thay say, I 
couldn't find fault with any newspapers that quoted a Congress- 
man. 


wkekKR KE 
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Q. Pierre, can you tell me whether there is a 
direct telephone between the White House and the Kremlin? If 
so, has it been used «- 

MR. SALINGER: There is not, 

Q. Has it been used or is there a plan to use it? 

MR, SALINGER;: T here is no such telephone, 


Q. Pierre, the Soviet tanker permitted to go through 
the blockade, was it stopped and then permitted to go ahead? 


MR, SALINGER: Get the wording used by Mr. Sylvester, 


9, You said off the record that 12 turned back 
before they reached the line, Does that mean there is a line? 


MORE 
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MR, SALINGER: I am not going to comment on that, 
Q. Was that off the record? 
MR. SALINGER: What? 


Q. That the 12 turmed back before they reached 
the blockade? 


ΜΆ. SALINGER: Anything on this statement that 
ΜΙ. Sylvester made I am just giving to you for your information. 
You can get it from him, He made an on the record st atement 
which can be quoted, 

Q. But, Pierre, on that question about the area, 
as they have to publicize the area in order that the ships 
will be forewamed, can't you tell us what the area is? 


MR, SALINGER: No, I cannot because we have never 
spelled it out, 


Q. Is there such an area of any kind? 
ΜΕ. SALING ER: Again OFF THE RECORD 


i ἈΚ ἡ ἈΚ 


if I can say this to you, Ned, we said that we are going 

to take action to stop these ships from getting to Cuba. We 
have not said where we are going to take the action and 

we will not say where we will take the action. 


Q. The President's statement the other night said 
the Secretary of Defense would establish -~- 


MR. SALINGER; Could establish, I am not saying whether 
he has or not, 


Q, But he deciined to say where it is, too, 

MR. SALINGER: And we will continue to decline, 

Q. Can you say whether the 12 ships that Mr. 
Sylvester said were turned back were in addition to the 
six of yesterday? 

MR, SALINGER; It included the six. 

Q. Now on international law -- 


MR, SALINGER: I am not going to argue international 
| law with you, Ned. I have told you what we are doing. 


9. Can we quote you on that? 


MR, SALINGER: No, you can’t quote me on anything 
on this subject, 


@. You are the chief information officer in 
this government, You are the press officer to the Presicert 
of the United States, What I am trying to find out is 
Ὁ 


an answer to this question: _Wo ἃ this government release 


au MR αι αι es 
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MR, SALINGER: There is no embargo that I know of, 
Q. You were planning to release this information? 


MR, SALINGER: As it becomes available to us, and 
as it is taken in the larger context of the problem involved. 


Q. If you spell that out, would *hat mean that -- 
MR, SALINGER: I am not going to spell it out. I am 
just saying that the policy is that we will let you know 
what has happened, 
3 Q. Without undue delay? 


MR. SALINGER: Taking into account the situation as 
it is developing, 


Q. Going back on the record --~- 
Q. Is this still OFF THE RECORD? 
MR. SALINGER;: Yese 


Q. Can we have a reading on who made the official 
decision to at the weapons in Cuba are offensive? Was that 
the Pentagon or the CIA, or how was that done? 


MR. SALINGER: I think the President has made that 
very clear in his statement. I wouldn't go béyond that. 


Q. Is it reasoable to assume that all ships of all 
countries will be turned back or stopped? 


MR. SALINGER: You are getting into questions which 
were answered in great detail at the Defense Department 
briefing after the President's speech, I wouldn't want to 


go beyond what they said, both the Defense and State Departments. 


kk ke ἃ KkK* 


Q. Pierre, i understood you to say yesterday that 
the reply to the Secretary General wouid not be made public. 


MR, SALINGER: I didn't say that, I never made that 
statement, 


Q. It will be made public? 
MR, SALINGER: I didn't say that either. 
Q. I am asking. 


MR, SALINGER: I can't tell you whether we will or 
will not make it public. , 


Q. What is the status of the reply to Bertram 
nussell? 


MR, SALINGER: We haven't found the message from 
him yet. 


eae eee eel 


MR. SALINGER: Anything on this statement that 
Mr, Sylvester made I am just giving to you for your information. 
You can get it from him. He made an on the record st atement 
which can be quoted, 


Q. But, Pierre, on that question about the area, 
88 they: have to publicize the area in order that the ships 
will be forewarmed, can't you tell us what the area is? 


MR. SALINGER: No, I cannot because we have never 
spelled it out. 


Q. Is there such an area of any kind? 


MR, SALINGER: Again OFF THE RECORD 


kek eK ΦῪπ 


if I can say this to you, Ned, we said that we are going 

to take action to stop these ships from getting to Cuba. We 
have not said where we are going to take the action and 

we will not say where we will take the action. 


Q. The President's statement the other night said 
the Secretary of Defense would establish --~- 


MR. SALINGER; Could establish. I am not saying whether 
he has or not, 


Q. But he declined to say where it is, too. 

MR. SALINGER: And we will continue to decline, 

Q. Can you say whether the 12 ships that Mr, 
Sylvester said were turned back were in addition to the 
six of yesterday? 

MR, SALINGER;: It included the six, 

Q, Now on international law «Ὁ 


MR. SALINGER: I am not going to argue international 
law with you, Ned. I have told you what we are doing. 


9. Can we quote you on that? 


MR, SALINGER; No, you can’t quote me on anything 
on this subject, . 


@. You are the chief information officer in 
this government, You are the press officer to the Presidaert 
of the United States, What I am trying to find out is 
an answer to this question: Would this government release 
information about confrontations and encouters between our 
ships and communist ships if no one else were to release this 
information -= Congressmen? 


MR, SALINGER: The answer to that question is yes. 


9. There is not going to be an embargo on confron- 
tation of these things? 


MORE 
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MR, SALINGER: I am not going to spell it out. I am 


just saying that the policy is that we will let you know 
what has happened, 


Q. Without undue delay? 
MR. SALINGER: Taking into account the situation as 


it is developing, 


Q. Going back on the record -- 
Q. Is this still OFF THE RECORD? 
MR, SALINGER: Yese 


« Can we have a reading on who made the official 


Q 
decision th at the weapons in Cuba are offensive? Was that 
the Pentagon or the CIA, or how was that done? 


MR. SALINGER: I think the President has made that 


very clear in his statement, I wouldn't go beyond that, 


Q. Is it reasmable to assume that all ships of all 


countries will be turned back or stopped? 


MR. SALINGER: You are getting into questions which 


were answered in great detail at the Defense Department 
briefing after the President's speech I wouldn't want to 


go beyond what they said, both t 


e Defense and State Departments. 
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» Pierre, I understood you to say yesterday that 


Q 
the reply to the Secretary General would not be made public, 


MR, SALINGER: I didn't say that, I never made that 


statement, 


Q. It will be made public? 

MR, SALINGER: I didn't say that either. 

9. I am asking, 

MR, SALINGER: I can't tell you whether we will or 


will not make it public. 


Q. What is the status of the reply to Bertram 


nussell? 


MR, SALINGER: We haven't found the message from 


him yet, 


Has the President been in touch with the heads 


Qe 
of any other friendly government in the last 24 hours? 


MR, SALINGER: I couldn't comment on that. 


Is there any reaction to the published accounts of 


Ge 
Premier Khrushchev'!s message to Bertram Russell, with the 


MORE 
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suggestion for a summit meeting? 
MR. SALINGER: No, 


Qo Pierre, on a noncontroversial point, has the 
President sent any message to John Steinbeck? 


MR, SALINGERs I am not aware that he has, 


Qe Are you saying that the White House has not 
received the Bertram Russell message? 


MR, SALINGER;: That is what I am saying yes, We have 
not located it in the White House yet, 


Q. Fierre, to pursue that point --«- 


MR. SALINGER: Can I just finish? I might say that 
the President has received, since his speech, some 48,000 
telegrais, 


Q. It could be in one of them, 
Q. Is the ratio the same? 


MR, SALINGER: It has gotten quite a bit 
greater, the ratio, than the ore I have you before, The 
ratic is running about 2 22 to 1 in favor of the President's 
position, 


G. What about mail, the . Letters? 


MR. SALINGZR: We haven't gotten to them, We are 
still diging out from under the telegrams, The mail is very 


heavy. 


Q. Fierre, to retum to the Bertram Russell tele- 
gram and your statement that "we haven't even found the message 
rom him yet", it used to be White House protocol, and 1 am 
asking whether it is still, that persons who address telegrams 
or communications to the President and then made them public 
before they were received did net receive a reply. 


MR, SALINGER: I couldn't tell you that, 


9. I wondered if that is what you were getting at 
when you made that remark, 


MR, SALINGER: No, I didn't have that in mind when 
I made that remark, 


Q. Pierre, I understand Senator Hayden did not 
come to the briefing "yesterday, I wonder if you can teli 
us if you know why. 


ΜΕ, SALINGER: I will have to check that, My undere- 
standing was that he was there, 


Qe. I dontt think so, 


MR, SALINGER: I will check it it. pt 


Page 8 # 798 
MR. SALINGER: The question was about the president 
of Westinghouse, whether we have any reason to believe that 
he is bearing a message, 
We have no such information. 
Q. Has he asked for an appointment with the President? 
MR. SALINGER: He has not. 
Q. There are several other Congressmen, I believe, 
wiio May have seen the President οὐ will see him today. Can you 
tell us who they are? 


MR. SALINGER: I don't know of any Congressmen who will 
see the President today, 


Q@. Can you give us the President's schedule? 


MR. SALINGER: He will be in meetings most of the day 
with various people, 


Q, All people within the government? 
MR, SALINGZR: So far as I know, 

Q. You are going to put out no schedule? 
MR, SALINGER: No, sir. 


Q. 18 he working on anything other than the 
Cuban problem? 


MR. SALINGZR: Of course he has to keep up with his 
other work, I think the Cuban problem is taking up the greatest 
percentage of his time, 


G@. Pierre, yesterday you told us that it was 
expected that the Fresident was going to reply to U Thant last 
night. Now it is mideday and you say they are getting a reply 
finally worked out. Has there been any reason that you can 
talk about for the delay? Was there confusion about what he 
was going to say? 


MR. SALINGER‘ No, the President decided last night to 
hold off on the reply until today. 


9, Pierre, has anything happened in the last 24 hours 
that has encouraged the President with regard to a solution 
on this problem? 

MR, SALINGER: I wouldn't want to comment on that, 


Q, Has there been any communication between the Secre- 
tary General: and the fresident, or vice-versa? 


MR, SALINGER: I answered .that question already. 
Q, What was your answer? 


MR. SALINGER; I said when I had any information 


os oer st Δι, Sree ew Stas to tare aA" 


Q. Are you saying that the White House has not 
received the Bertram Russell message? 


MR, SALINGER: That is what I am saying yes, We have 
not located it in the White House yet, 


Q. Fierre, to pursue that point e- 


MR, SALINGER: Can I just finish? I might say that 
the President has received, since his speech, some 48,000 
telegrams, 


Qe It could be in one of them, 
Q. Is the ratio the same? 


MR. SALINGER: It has gotten quite a bit 
greater, the ratio, than the ore I have you before, The 
ratio is running about 22 to 1 in favor of the President's 
position, 


ς. What about mail, the . letters? 


MR. SALINGER: We haven't gotten to them, We are 
still diging out from under the telegrams, The mail is very 


heavy . 


9. Fierre, to retum to the Bertram Russell tele- 
gram and your statement that "we haven't even found the message 
rom him yet", it used to be White House protocol, and I am 
asking whether it ia still, that persons who address telegrams 
or comminications to the President and then made them public 
before they were received did net receive a reply. 


MR. SALINGER: I couldn't tell you that. 


Q. I wondered if that is what you were getting at 
when you made that remark, 


MR. SALINGER: No, I didn't have that in mind when 
I made that remark, 


Q. Pierre, I understand Senator Hayden did not 
come to the briefing yesterday, I wonder if you can teli 
us if you know why, 


MR, SALINGER: I will have to check that, My under- 
standing was that he was there, 


Q. I dontt think so, 

MR, SALINGER: I will check it. 

9. Do you have any reason to believe that the 
president of Westinghouse who saw Mr. Khrushchev is .on his 
way back and has a message for the President? 

MR, SALINGER: No, I «5 

Ως. What was the question? 
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MR. SALINGER: He has not, 


Q. There are several other Congressmen, I believe, 
wio may have seen the President or will see him today. Can you 
tell us who they are? 


MR. SALINGER: I don't know of any Congressmen who will 
see the President today, 


Qe Can you give us the President's schedule? 


MR, SALINGER: He will be in meetings most of the day 
with various people, 


Qe All people within the government? 
MR, SALINGER: So far as I know, 

Qe You are going to put out no schedule? 
MR. SALINGER: No, sir. 


Q. Is he working on anything other than the 
Cuban problem? 


MR, SALINGSR: Of course he has to keep up with his 
other work, I think the Cuban problem is taking up the greatest 
percentage of his time, 

Q@. Pierre, yesterday you told us that it was 
expected that the Fresident was going to reply to U Thant last 
night. Now it is midday and you say they are getting a reply 
finally worked out, Has there been any reason that you can 
talk about for the delay? Was there confusion about what he 
was going to say? 


MR. SALINGER* No, the President decided last night to 
hold off on the reply until today. 


Q. Pierre, has anyching happened in the last 24 hours 
that has encouraged the President with regard to a solution 
on this problem? 

MR, SALINGER: I wouldn't want to comment on that, 


Q. Has there been any comminication between the Secre- 
tary General: and the President, or vice-versa? 


MR. SALINGER: I answered .that question already, 
9, What was your answer? 


MR. SALINGER: I said when I had any information 
about that I would let you know about it. 


Q. You didn't say there had been any. 


MR, SALINGER: I said when I have information to give 
you on that subject, I will give it to you, 


Qe. Do you? 
MGRE 
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MR. SALINGER: I don't, 


Q. Are you saying that there hasn't been any 
communication? 


MR, SALINGER: I stand on my answer, 


1a? ῶ, Has there been any reappearance of the President's 
co 


MR, SALINGER: No; he is fine, 
Q. Where is the President? 
- MR. SALINGZR: He is in his office, 
Q. Here? 
MR. SALINGZR: Yes, 
Q. How late did he work last night? 


MR. SALINGER: The President was working until about 
a quarter to two this morming. 


Q. On this answer? 

MR. SALINGER: On what? 

Q. Om the answer, 

MR, SALINGER: On various things, 

Qo In his office here? 

MR. SALINGER: In his office and back at the House, 

Q. May we assume, are Salinger, that the Presidental 
reply te the Secretary General was perfected and put in final 
form at this meeting of the Security Council? 


᾿ MR, SALINGER: No, I dom!'t think you can make that 
assumption, 


ς. Is that meeting still going on? 
MR. SALINGER: No, it is over, 
Q. How long? 


MR. SALINGER;: It lasted about an hour and -- weil, 
it broke up about 11:30, , 


Q. Pierre, on that point, can you tell us whether 
this supplants the regular briefing that the President 
gets in the moming in.Hsb office? 

MR. SALINGZR: Yes, this does, 


ῷ. What was the question? 


MR, SALINGER: The question was whether | this 3, meeting 


cold? 
MR. SALINGER: No; he is fine, 
Q. Where is the President? 
- MR, SALINGZR: He is in his office, 
Q. Here? 
MR, SALINGER;: Yes, 
Qe How late did he wort last night? 


MR. SALINGER: The President was working until about 
a quarter to two this morning, 


Q. On this answer? 

MR. SALINGER: On what? 

Qe Q& the answer, 

MR. SALINGER: On various things, 

Q. In his office here? 

MR. SALINGER: In his office and back at the House, 

9. May we assume, Mr. Salinger, that the Presidental 
reply to the Secretary General was perfected and put in final 
form at this meeting of the Security Council? 


MR, SALINGER: No, I don't think you can make that 
assumption, 


Qe Is that meeting still going on? 
MR. SALINGER: No, it is over, 
Q. How long? 


MR. SALINGER: It lasted about an hour and -- well, 
it broke up about 11:30. , 


Qe Pierre, on that point, can you tell us whether 
this supplants the regular briefing that the President 
gets in the moming ins office? 


MR. SALINGER: Yes, this does, 

Qe What was the question? 

MR, SALINGER: The question was whether this meeting 
ef the Executive Committee of the NSC would supplant the 
President's usual intelligence briefing. He is getting his 
intelligence briefing at that meeting, 


Q. When was the President back in his office this 
morning? 


MR, SALINGER: Shortly after nine, 
MORE 
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Q. Has there been consideration of a summit meeting? 
MR. SALINGER: I couldn't comment on that, 


Q. Is there any White House consideration of the 
frontier battle in India? 


MR. SALINGZER: We have been watching that, I wouldn't 
have any more to say on it, 


Q. Can you give us any indication of your future 
schedule eeday? Is there a lid? Wiil there be a lid? 


MR. SALINGERs I think we can have a lunch lid, 
We can have a lunch lid until two o'clock. 


Q. Has there been any communication from Nehru? 
MR. SALINGER: Not that I am aware of, 


Q. Could I ask a question on the record, Pierre? 
Is that your battle jacket dress? 


MR, SALINGER: It 18, 
THE PRESS; Thank you. 
END 


